PREFACE
w
The responsibility for the selection falls upon the
editor alone; it may be premised that the design of
the book does not admit the pursuit of novelty to any
large extent, and, furthermore, that the ground of choice
is not always supreme excellence, but often rather
representative or illustrative quality,
To Mr A, H. Bullen every student in this province
is a debtor; the student who follows Mr Bullen through
his sources will find, first, that there are still many
gleanings in a wide field; and, secondly, that the harvest
garnered into his selections from the dramatists, song-
books and romances, includes all the richest produce,
To Mr E. K. Chambers, and to Messrs Routledge (the
present publishers of the Muses' Library}^ the writer is
beholden for permission, readily granted, to use the text
of the poems of John Donne; and to Messrs Macmillan
for the same indulgence in regard to extracts from
Spenser. To the interest and suggestions of Mr
A, R. Waller the book owes the pruning of some
faults, and the addition of some features which should
increase its usefulness. Thanks are due also to those
in charge at the Museum, and to the skilful and exact
readers of the Cambridge University Press.
W. T. Y.
10 August 1910